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When "assessing" art in primary schools, please
remember:

-There are no national standards in England
for Art in key Stage 2.

-You do not need to grade art.

-You cannot and should not apply the same
criteria and process for assessing other
subjects to art.

- Progression is not always linear.

- Teachers should consider assessment as a
holistic practice, which takes place during
every art lesson through conversation with
pupils.

-Most importantly! Creativity is a fragile
process that is hard to measure and assess


https://www.accessart.org.uk/tools-questions-for-assessing-drawing-for-ages-7-9/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/tools-questions-for-assessing-drawing-for-ages-7-9/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/tools-questions-for-assessing-drawing-for-ages-7-9/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/tools-questions-for-assessing-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/tools-questions-for-assessing-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-journey-children-7-9-assessment
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-journey-children-7-9-assessment
https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-shape-is-progression/

and should always be nurtured and supported.

- Check the opportunities the school offers all
pupils are appropriate.

Use the following tools for "assessment"

- Articulation: one to one, small groups, whole
class

- Sketchbooks: as a conversational tool between
pupil and teacher. Always check understanding
and intention in addition to what you see in
the sketchbook.

- Development work: all the work done along the
way, before any final piece. Again, always
check intention and understanding through
conversation alongside what you see.

-Final work: Remember “safe” final outcomes
can hide poor 1learning journeys, and
sometimes an excellent learning journey might
not be reflected in the final piece.
Progression is not linear and in art pupils
can stall or make leaps for a variety of
reasons, none of which need ‘“marking”, though
you can use these moments of progression to
inform what that pupil needs to help them
develop further.
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Use the following questions to develop
understanding in pupils and build vyour
understanding of their abilities:

e Tell me about that you are drawing and
what/which artists inspired you.

e What might you do next?

e Tell me about the materials and techniques you
are using.

e What have you discovered?
e How do you feel about the end result?

e What kinds of problems did you encounter and how
did you get round them?

e Tell me about things you really liked or
enjoyed.

e What would you like to explore more of?

Read more about how to assess art here.

This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources to help develop and inspire
your creative thinking, practice and
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teaching.

AccessArt welcomes artists, educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative and by working together and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.



