
Talking  Points:  The  Ancient
Art of Drawing Kolam

A collection of sources and imagery to
explore the ancient tradition of drawing
Kolam.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be
due  to  your  schools  firewall  or  your  cookie
selection. Please check with your IT department.*

This resource is free to access and is not a part
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of AccessArt membership.

‘Every  morning  at  sunrise  all  across  Southern
India women practice the ancient art of drawing
kolam on the thresholds of their properties. A
physical form of prayer and symbol of protection,
a  daily  exercise,  and  a  moment  of  intense
concentration and meditation, drawing kolam is an
important household ritual that has a lot more to
it than may first meet the eye.

Two very different women living in Chennai explain
their  shared  passion  for  kolam,  and  their
involvement in the local kolam competition.’ – BBC

Questions to Ask Children

What do you like/dislike about kolam drawings?

Do they remind you of anything?

What are some of the rituals do you take part in
every morning?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p078rmpr


This Talking Points Is Used
In…
Pathway: Spirals

This is featured in the ‘Spirals’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
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Find  out  how  pupils  can  respond  to
artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see

Enable  close  looking  and  drawing  with
this exercise
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