
Talking Points: Nnena Kalu

A  collection  of  imagery  and  sources
designed to introduce students to artist,
Nnena Kalu.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-nnena-kalu/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Nnena Kalu

Nnena is a practising artist at ActionSpace, a
visual  arts  organisation  that  supports  artists
with learning disibilities.

‘Over the last two decades, Nnena Kalu has created
a large body of sculptural and two-dimensional
work and developed a live, performative element to
her  art  practice,  creating  site-specific
installations.

Nnena’s  sculptural  installations  begin  with
compact ‘cocoons’ of textiles and paper tightly
packed  in  colourful  cellophane.  Repeated  forms
then build with extensive binding and wrapping
with layers of paper, tape and lines of unspooled
VHS tapes. When exhibited these sculptural forms
are created live in- situ, being made and remade
throughout live installs.

Nnena’s  two-dimensional  works  are  sculptural
explorations of space dictated by the length and
reach of Nnena’s arms, as well as the size of the
paper. In the making of these works, which are
often produced in pairs, the second an echo of the
first, a rhythm is built up and multiple layers
constructed. As with Nnena’s sculptural works, the
drawings are an exploration of continuous line,

https://actionspace.org/


shifting and ever-evolving forms.’-  ActionSpace

Questions to Ask Students

Describe Nnena’s sculptural process.

When you look at Nnena’s drawings, what can you
see? How does the rhythm and pace of the drawing
effect the lines?

What  do  you  like  about  Nnena’s  sculptures  /
drawings?

If  you  were  watching  Nnena  create  a  live
installation, what kind of sounds might you hear?

Imagine you are interacting with the sculptures,
what do you think the sculptures would feel like
texturally?

How does Nnena’s work make you feel?

Do Nnena’s sculptures remind you of anything?

You May Also Like…
using sketchbooks to make visual notes

https://actionspace.org/artists/nnena-kalu/


Find  out  how  pupils  can  respond  to
artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see

Enable  close  looking  and  drawing  with
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this exercise
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