
Talking  Points:  Maurice
Sendak

A collection of sources and imagery to
explore the work of Maurice Sendak.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

This resource is free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-maurice-sendak/
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mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Maurice Sendak and Where The Wild Things
Are

“Maurice Sendak (1928-2012) was born in Brooklyn,
New  York  to  Jewish  immigrant  parents  from
Poland.  A  largely  self-taught  artist,  Sendak
illustrated over one hundred-fifty books during
his sixty-year career.”  – The Maurice Sendak
Foundation

As well as being an author and illustrator Sendak
began a career as a costume and stage designer
later in life.

Watch Sendak’s illustrations come to life in this
animation.

Find clear images of the illustrations in this
video. Stop the video on some of the illustrations
and discuss what the children can see. This might
also be a good opportunity to create some visual
notes.

Questions to Ask Children

What kind of mark making can you see in Sendak’s
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drawings?

How do you think he made the marks? Can you make
the  action  in  the  air?  Would  it  be  slow  and
careful, or quick and sketchy? 

How would you describe the atmosphere in Sendak’s
illustrations?

Can you relate to the characters in the book? If
so, how?

Can you name some of the different animal that you
recognise in Sendak’s Wild Things?

What is your favourite part of the story? Why do
you like it?

How does the story make you feel?

Imagine your own Wild Thing…

What might it look like and why?

Is it friendly or frightening? Why?

How might you interact with your Wild Thing?

Where does it live and how do you find it?

 

This Talking Points Is Used



In…
Pathway: Drawing and Making Inspired by
Maurice Sendak

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Drawing  and
Making  Inspired  by  Maurice  Sendak’
pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes
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Find  out  how  pupils  can  respond  to
artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see

Enable  close  looking  and  drawing  with
this exercise
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