
Talking Points: Julie Chen

A  collection  of  imagery  and  sources
designed  to  introduce  students  to  book
artist, Julie Chen.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 
*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be due to your
schools firewall or your cookie selection. Please check with
your IT department.*

This resource is free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-julie-chen/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


Julie Chen is an artist specialising in books. Her
work doubles up as both a traditional book and
also  a  sculpture.  Her  books  can  be  found  in
libraries  all  over  the  world.  Julie  Chen’s
“approach  to  artists’  books  combines  personal
narratives with book forms that present the reader
with both intimate reading experience as well as
beautiful  objects  that  can  be  displayed  as
sculpture.” – National Museum of Women in the Arts

Watch the videos below to see Chen’s books come to
life. Explore more of Julie’s work on her website.

https://nmwa.org/art/artists/julie-chen/
https://flyingfishpress.com/


Ode To A Grand Staircase By Julie Chen

Questions to Ask Students

What kind of structures and shapes can you see
within Julie Chen’s books?

What do you like / dislike about the work?

How does Julie use structures to communicate her
narrative?

Do  you  think  this  is  an  effective  way  to
communicate a narrative, why?

If you were building a book about the impact of
climate change what kind of structures or shapes
might you include?



You May Also Like…
Exploring Paper Egineering

This is featured in the ‘Exploring Paper
Engineering’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

https://www.accessart.org.uk/paper-engineering/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paper-engineering/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paper-engineering/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/


Find  out  how  pupils  can  respond  to
artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see

Enable  close  looking  and  drawing  with
this exercise

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/

