
Talking Points: Grayson Perry
A Map of Days

A  collection  of  imagery  and  sources
designed to introduce pupils to “A Map of
Days” by Grayson Perry.

Please  note  that  this  page  contains  links  to
external websites and has videos from external
websites  embedded.  At  the  time  of  creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate  for  teachers  to  access.  However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content is no longer appropriate. 

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all  websites  before  sharing  with  a  class.  On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content is
appropriate. Many thanks. 

*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be
due  to  your  schools  firewall  or  your  cookie
selection. Please check with your IT department.*
 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-grayson-perry-map-of-days/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-grayson-perry-map-of-days/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk


This resource is free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.
 

A Map of Days by Grayson Perry

“Grayson Perry RA created this map of a walled
city as a self-portrait for an exhibition at the
National Portrait Gallery. He said ‘I thought the
walled city was a good metaphor – the wall, I
suppose, can roughly be interpreted as your skin.
But like any city, it’s dependent on the landscape
it sits in as well.’ “ RA

See the Map on Google Arts & Culture.

Interview about the making of the map. 

Note for teachers on adult content: Please be
advised  that  at  1.51  of  this  video  there  is
inappropriate language shown on the map. You may

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/art-artists/work-of-art/a-map-of-days
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/a-map-of-days-grayson-perry/bAEUMEt2XglIRQ
https://www.artfund.org/blog/2014/10/31/grayson-perry-interview-map-of-days


wish to show up to this point or to skip past the
shot of the language in question.

Questions to Ask Children:

How does Grayson Perry use text in the map?

Can you find text on buildings as well as street
names? How do you think he decides which text to
make small, and which to make larger?

How much does Grayson Perry reveal about himself
through the map?

Can you spot any symbols or visual metaphors? 

This Talking Points Is Used
In…
Pathway: Typography and Maps

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/


This is featured in the ‘Typography and
Maps’ pathway

using sketchbooks to make visual notes

Find  out  how  pupils  can  respond  to
artists work in sketchbooks

Show me what you see

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/


Enable  close  looking  and  drawing  with
this exercise

https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/

