Talking Points: Edgar Heap of
Birds

A collection of imagery and sources
designed to explore the work of artist
Edgar Heap of Birds.

Please note that this page contains links to
external websites and has videos from external
websites embedded. At the time of creating,
AccessArt checked all links to ensure content is
appropriate for teachers to access. However
external websites and videos are updated and that
is beyond our control.

Please let us know if you find a 404 link, or if
you feel content 1is no longer appropriate.

We strongly recommend as part of good teaching
practice that teachers watch all videos and visit
all websites before sharing with a class. On
occasion there may be elements of a video you
would prefer not to show to your class and it is
the teacher’s responsibility to ensure content 1is
appropriate. Many thanks.

*If you are having issues viewing videos it may be due to your
schools firewall or your cookie selection. Please check with
your IT department.*

This resource 1s free to access and is not a part
of AccessArt membership.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-edgar-heap-of-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-edgar-heap-of-birds/
mailto:info@accessart.org.uk
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Edgar Heap of Birds

‘Based in Oklahoma City and on tribal land, where
he has 1lived since 1981, Heap of Birds
consistently creates works that confront repressed
or unacknowledged histories of state and settler
violence against Native communities in the United
States. His work often draws parallels between
historical violence and ongoing injustices today.
By employing the contemporary term “active
shooter” to characterize massacres committed by
U.S. troops against Native Americans over a
century ago, Heap of Birds reanimates the past in
the language of the present. In so doing, he
points to the violence of history itself: the
power of a dominant culture to erase, forget, or
otherwise obscure its own acts of oppression.’
—MoMA

Find more work on Edgar Heap of Birds Website

At 00.55 there is an artwork in the background
with language you may not want to show young


https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/5047
https://eheapofbirds.com/

students.

Questions To Ask Students

How does Edgar Heap of Birds incorporate his
identity into his artwork?

How would you describe the monoprints?

What do you like about the physical appearance
prints?

How does the work make you feel?

Are these prints important? Why? Consider both the
artist and the audience in your answer.



