
What is a Sketchbook?

In  this  resource,  we  break  down  the  key
characteristics of what makes a sketchbook, who it
belongs  to,  the  benefits  of  keeping  one  and
starting points for the kinds of exploration that
can take place in a sketchbook.

The animation below is a great way to introduce
learners  to  sketchbooks  and  open  up  their
understanding as they begin developing their own
sketchbook practice. This resource is perfect for
ages 10 and upwards.

Please log in below as a member to access the
video.
 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-is-a-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/membership-benefits/


Please log in here to access full content.
Username

Password

  Remember me Login 

Forgot Password
 

To access all content, I would like to
join as…

An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-login.php?action=lostpassword
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


An Organisation...

Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe
everyone has the right to be creative.
AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


Making a Cardboard Sketchbook

What I Ate in a Day

You May Also Like
Drawing Prompt Cards

Watercolour  Washes  Inspired  by  the
Tapestries of Henry Moore

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-cardboard-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-i-ate-in-a-day/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-prompt-cards/


Paint Your corner Shop

Drawing from Life with Lance
Richardson:  3  Sketchbook

https://www.accessart.org.uk/watercolour-washes-sketches-of-vegetables/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/paint-your-corner-shop/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbook-exercises/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbook-exercises/


Exercises

You May Also Like
Drawing  From  Life:  How  Artists  Use
Sketchbooks

The Sketchbook Journey

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbook-exercises/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-sketchbook-journey/


Video enabled resources: Sketchbooks

Drawing  From  Life:  How
Artists Use Sketchbooks

You May Also Like
Drawing from Life with Lance Richardson:
3 Sketchbook Exercises

https://www.accessart.org.uk/video-enabled-resources-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbooks/


The Sketchbook Journey

Video enabled resources: Sketchbooks

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-from-life-sketchbook-exercises/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-sketchbook-journey/


Sketch  Your  World:
Sketchbooks & Composition

Key  Differences  Between
Sketchbooks  and  Exercise
Books

You May Also Like
Sketchbook pedagogy

https://www.accessart.org.uk/video-enabled-resources-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketch-your-world-sketchbooks-composition/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-vs-exercise-books/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-vs-exercise-books/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-vs-exercise-books/


visual arts pedagogy

Painted and Sculptural Plant
Pots

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbook-journey-understand-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-pedagogy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/plant-pots/


You Might Also Like…
Drawing and Making Flowers

Painting on Plaster Inspired by Vincent
Van Gogh

Cut Paper Collage Still Life

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-and-making-flowers/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/oil-pastel-and-graphite-on-plaster/


Marbled Hole Punch Sketchbook

https://www.accessart.org.uk/cutpaper_collage_stilllife/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/marbled-hole-punch-sketchbook/


You May Also Like
folded sketchbook

buying and making sketchbooks

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-simple-folded-sketchbook/


the sketchbook journey

Explorer’s  Books:  Collecting
Colour

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-sketchbook-journey/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explorers-books-collecting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explorers-books-collecting-colour/


You May Also Like…
T-Shirt Paintings



In this resource aimed at EYFS and SEND
groups,  learners  will  have  the
opportunity to design and wear their own
T-shirt

Autumn Floor Textiles

Use a variety of different materials on
calico as well as use new techniques such
as wax resist

Marbled Hole Punch sketchbooks

https://www.accessart.org.uk/t-shirt-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/t-shirt-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/t-shirt-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/t-shirt-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/t-shirt-paintings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/autumn-floor-textiles/


Create simple and inexpensive sketchbook
made up of old paper

Exploring A Midsummer Night’s
Dream:  Costume  Design  for
Bottom

See  This  Resource  Used  in
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/marbled-hole-punch-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/marbled-hole-punch-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/marbled-hole-punch-sketchbook/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-costume-design-for-bottom/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-costume-design-for-bottom/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-a-midsummer-nights-dream-costume-design-for-bottom/




How  Colour  Collection
Inspires My Work

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource…
“Rachel’s work is so vibrant and full of joy, it’s
really exciting to see how she starts to form
creative ideas around colour. Rachel highlights
the importance of colour trends but also gives
herself the opportunity to create her own trends
which adds a level of playfulness and personality
to her colour exploration. Seeing her colour books
translate into fabric demonstrates a real clarity
in  her  decision  making  process.”  –  Tobi,
AccessArt.

You Might Also Like…
Which Artists: Rachel Parker

https://www.accessart.org.uk/colour-collection-inspires-work/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/colour-collection-inspires-work/


Find  out  about  Rachel’s  journey  to
becoming a pattern designer

Make Repeat Patterns

https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-rachel-parker/


A  resource  by  Rachel  Parker  to  help
students build repeat patterns

Exciting Colour

https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/creating-patterns/


A  collection  of  resources  by  Rachel
Parker to help you build your own colour
moodboard

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exciting-colour/


Exploring  Macbeth  Through
Art: Heath Landscapes

Show Me What You See

Using  Sketchbooks  to  Make
Visual Notes

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-macbeth-through-art-heath-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-macbeth-through-art-heath-landscapes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
















Nests: With Dry and Wet Media

See  This  Resource  Used  In

https://www.accessart.org.uk/nests-with-dry-and-wet-media/


Schools…







https://www.instagram.com/simple.playthings/
https://www.instagram.com/simple.playthings/


You May Also Like…
Pathway:  Sculpture,  Structure,
Inventiveness & determination

This  is  featured  in  the  ‘Sculpture,
Structure, Inventiveness & Determination’
pathway

Talking Points: What can we learn from
birds

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculpture-and-structure/


Drawing source material: nests

A  Visual  Poetry  Zine  with
Monotype
Use monoprint, paint and collage to create zines inspired by
poetry.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-can-we-learn-from-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-nests/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-poetry-zine-monotype/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-poetry-zine-monotype/


To  The  Thames  Barrier  And
Beyond

Which Artists: Tatyana Antoun

What  We  Like  About  This
Resource….
“The research phase of a creative project can be
presented in many different ways, and can even be
an art form in itself. Here, Tatyana demonstrates
how her sketchbooks became a medium through which
she expressed her thoughts, refined her ideas and
explored materials. We believe sketchbooks to be a
powerful tool for children to take ownership of
their  ideas  and  travel  on  their  own  creative
journey,  without  necessarily  knowing  the
destination. Take a look at our sketchbook journey
for  more  sketchbook  inspiration”  –  Rachel,
AccessArt.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/to-the-thames-barrier-and-beyond/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/to-the-thames-barrier-and-beyond/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/which-artists-tatyana-antoun/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-sketchbook-journey/


You Might Also Like….

Sketchbooks and Thinking Skills

Sketchbooks  for  Designers  –  an
Introduction for Children

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-thinking-skills/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-thinking-skills/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-for-design-or-thinking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-for-design-or-thinking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-for-design-or-thinking/


Using  Sketchbooks  to  Take  Ownership  of
Ideas

Exploring,  Associating  &
Connecting  –  a  Sketchbook
Exercise

https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-to-take-ownership-of-ideas/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-to-take-ownership-of-ideas/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-sketchbooks-to-take-ownership-of-ideas/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-connecting-associating/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-connecting-associating/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-connecting-associating/

