Pathway: How Can I Use Light
& Dark To Create A Sense Of
Space? (Inspired By The Coal
Mining Drawings Of Henry
Moore)

Discipline: Drawing, Collage, Set Design

In this pathway, suitable for ages 11 to 14, we
explore a series of coal mining drawings made by
Henry Moore. Use his work as the basis for
conversation in the classroom, and then use the
AccessArt resources helow to enable a contextual
exploration of figurative drawing, mark-making and
collage, or scratch model design, inspired by
Moore’s work.

This pathway has been made in response to the
exhibition Drawing in The Dark, a curation
of Henry Moore’s coal mining drawings, inspired by
the release of a new book written by art historian
(and AccessArt Trustee), Chris Owen.

Theme:
Mining

Medium:
Paper, Charcoal, Cardboard


https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-dark-create-space/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-dark-create-space/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-dark-create-space/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-dark-create-space/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-dark-create-space/
https://henry-moore.org/whats-on/henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark-st-albans/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark/
https://shop.henry-moore.org/products/drawing-in-the-dark

Artist:
Henry Moore

If you use this resource in your setting, please
tag us on social media: #InspiredBy @accessart

(facebook, twitter) @accessart.org.uk (instagram)
and share the url. Thank you!

Four Studies of Miners at the Coalface, 1942, drawing. (HMF

2000a). Photo Michael Phipps. Reproduced by permission of The
Henry Moore Foundation copy



1942 Henry Moore sketching two miners at Wheldale Colliery
Henry Moore Foundation archive 7 x 8" black and white print.
Photo: Reuben Saidman



Explore an Artist..

Talking Points: Henry Moore

Explore “Talking Points: Henry Moore” to introduce
the artist and his ‘Pit Project’ to students. Use
the questions to prompt discussion about the
processes used by Moore and the work he created.

Invite students to make some “Visual Notes” as
they watch the video.

A Brief History of Coal Mining

Watch some videos depicting the day-to-day life of
a coal miner at “Drawing source Material: Coal

Mining“.

Pause the films on interesting compositions and
invite students to draw in sketchbooks. Take
inspiration from the “Show Me What You See”
resource to guide the session.



https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-notes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-coal-mines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-source-material-coal-mines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/show-me-what-you-see-method/

Pit Boys at Pit Head 1942 by Henry Moore, Wakefield Permanent
Art Collection Image Courtesy of The Hepworth Wakefield LR

copy

Figurative Drawing



Henry Moore created drawings of coal miners as
they worked. You may want students to create some
figurative drawings of classmates in sketchbooks.

A photographer once captured images of Moore
drawing the miners as they worked. Use the
“Drawing Someone Drawing Something” resource to
emulate this idea.

Focus on drawing faces using the “Portrait Club”
resource as inspiration for a classroom set up.

Mark-Making and Collage

In this resource, artist Laura McKendry
demonstrates different ways to make expressive
marks using charcoal, in order to create a collage
of a coal mine scene.

Use the “Expressive Charcoal Collage: Coal Mines”
to encourage students to explore ways of working



https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-drawing-someone-drawing-something/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/portrait-club/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-charcoal-collage-coal-mines/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/expressive-charcoal-collage-coal-mines/

expressively and abstractly using charcoal, and
explore different mark-making processes to portray
the enclosed space of a coal mine.

Set Design

Use and adapt “Introducing Set Designing -
Exercise to Respond to Text” to create scratch set

designs inspired by texts about Henry Moore’s coal
mining experience.

Refer to “Talking Points: Henry Moore” to find
texts to inspire the creation of scratch models.


https://www.accessart.org.uk/introducing-set-designing-exercises-to-respond-to-text-model-making-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introducing-set-designing-exercises-to-respond-to-text-model-making-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/introducing-set-designing-exercises-to-respond-to-text-model-making-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-henry-moore-drawing-in-the-dark/

