
Making a Backwards Sketchbook

A backwards sketchbook starts with drawings on
paper which then get constructed into a book. They
are a great way to both store your drawings, and
to help learners reflect upon and rework existing
drawings.

Benefits:

A way to collect together old drawings which
might otherwise not have a life.

An opportunity to reflect upon old drawings,
and make new marks in response.

The drawings can be removed if needed.

You Will Need:

A selection of old drawings made on paper.
These might be drawings made as a result of
drawing exercises.

Elastic band

Cardboard

Process:

1. Collect. Collect old drawings of various sizes
together.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-a-backwards-sketchbook/


2. Make the Cover. Cut a piece of cardboard twice
the size of the finished sketchbook and fold it in
half.

3. Fold the Drawings. Fold the drawings so that
they fit in the sketchbook.

4. Secure. Secure with an elastic band.

5.  Revisit  the  old  drawings  by  using  the
sketchbook - you might choose to reflect upon the
drawings and make notes in the sketchbook, or add
new drawings to your old.
 



This is a sample of a resource created by
UK Charity AccessArt. We have over 1500
resources  to  help  develop  and  inspire
your  creative  thinking,  practice  and
teaching.

AccessArt  welcomes  artists,  educators,
teachers and parents both in the UK and
overseas.

We believe everyone has the right to be
creative  and  by  working  together  and
sharing ideas we can enable everyone to
reach their creative potential.

Making  Time  for  Sketchbooks
in Schools

Messages  From  Creative
Adults: Our Advice To You

https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-time-for-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-time-for-sketchbooks/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-advice/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-advice/


Messages  From  Creative
Adults: Art School Experience

Messages  From  Creative
Adults: What Does Creativity
Mean To You?

Knowledge Organisers for Art
in Primary Schools

You May Also Like
Creativity Connects

https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-art-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-art-school/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/messages-what-does-creativity-mean-to-you/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/knowledge-organisers-for-art-in-primary-schools/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/knowledge-organisers-for-art-in-primary-schools/


Permission to Make

What did my child make this week?

https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-the-guardian/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/permission-to-make/


Visual Arts Planning: Light and Dark

Offering to Teachers to ages 4-11

https://www.accessart.org.uk/what-did-your-child-make-with-their-hands-this-week-and-why-it-is-important/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-light-and-dark/


Pedagogy in 250 words

Drawing  for  Learning  in
Anatomy, by Dr Fay Penrose

https://www.accessart.org.uk/teachers-of-ages-4-to-11/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pedagogy-in-250-words/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-learning-in-anatomy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-learning-in-anatomy/


You might also like…
University  of  Liverpool  Veterinary
Science Schematic Drawing Task

Fay shares her working process in using
drawings  as  a  means  of  building
understanding

Drawing  for  Science,  Invention  and
Discovery

https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-as-a-way-of-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-as-a-way-of-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-as-a-way-of-understanding/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-drawing-as-a-way-of-understanding/


A collection of resources which explore
methodical and chance drawing processes,
together  with  visualisation,  adaptation
and memory drawing activities.

Raising Aspirations

You May Also Like…
Assessment & Progression

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-for-science-invention-discovery-even-if-you-cant-draw-by-paul-carney/
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DrawAble:  Creating  a  Poetry
Comic with Irina Richards

Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

You May Also Like…
Mark Making & Sound: Part One

https://www.accessart.org.uk/assessment-and-progression/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/poetry-comic-with-irina-richards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/


Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

Pathway: Music and art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/


This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Mark Making & Sound: Part One

You May Also Like…
Mark Making & Sound: Part Two

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-one/


Mark Making & Sound: Part Three

Pathway: Music and art

https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-two/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/mark-making-and-sound-part-three/


This is featured in the ‘Music and Art’
pathway

Drawing to a Slow Rhythm

Inspired by Miro

https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/music-and-art/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-drawing-exercise-drawing-to-the-slow-rhythm-of-a-metronome/


Drawing to Music

AccessArt  Drawing  Prompt
Cards

https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sharing-drawings-and-moving-colour-to-music/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-prompt-cards/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-drawing-prompt-cards/


Raising  the  Profile  of  the
Art Department

Being an Artist Teacher

Shells:  Observational  and
Imaginative Drawing

You May Also Like…
Still Life Compositions

https://www.accessart.org.uk/raising-profile-of-art-department/
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Create  and  paint  your  own  still  life
composition inspired by Cezanne

Drawing Spiral Snails

Explore spirals found in nature with this
mixed media workshop

Drawing Spirals

Explore  drawing  using  whole  body
movements
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Collaborative  Public  Mural
Project

Shakespearean Sock Puppets
How to make textile and wood sock puppets using Shakespeare’s
Macbeth as inspiration.

Looking for Hope in the Small
Things

One  Roll  of  Paper,  Two
Activities

https://www.accessart.org.uk/collaborative-public-mural-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/collaborative-public-mural-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shakespearean-sock-puppets/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/hope-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
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https://www.accessart.org.uk/one-roll-of-paper-two-activities/


Botanical Fairies

https://www.accessart.org.uk/botanical-fairies/

