
Typography for Children
By Paula Briggs

This resource introduces children to the art of typography.
Exploring the creation of the letters of a tyepface in an
intuitive  and  fun  way,  this  hour  long  session  encouraged
primary-aged children (7,8, and 9 years) to think about the
structure  and  design  of  letters  as  having  personalities.
Taking our starting point from observational drawing, children
went on to develop graphic onomatopoeia.

Typography for children

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-children/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/drawing-together.jpg


Upper and lower case letters

 

Starting Points

We began the session by talking about some of the typefaces we
are familiar with, and how easy it is using computers to
experiment  with  different  fonts  for  different  purposes.  I
introduced the idea that someone somewhere had designed the
typefaces, just like someone designs the cups and plates and
cars we use, and that this is the art of typography.

Children had previously enjoyed the Thoughtful Mark Making
exercise,  which  encourages  diverse  and  intentional  mark
making. I wanted the children to bring some of this diversity
of line to their typography, and would recommend using that
exercise as a warm up before you try this session.

I  wanted  the  children  to  begin  with  some  observational
drawing, not only to give them a starting point for their
typography, but also to reinforce the relationship of drawing
to design.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/lower-and-upper-case.jpg
https://www.accessart.org.uk/thoughtful-mark-making/
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To access all content, I would like to
join as…

An Individual

Creative  practitioners,  educators,  teachers,  parents,
learners…
From £3.50

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wp-login.php?action=lostpassword
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/individual-membership/


An Organisation...

Schools, Colleges, Arts Organisations: Single and Multi-Users
From £42

AccessArt is a UK Charity and we believe
everyone has the right to be creative.
AccessArt provides inspiration to help
us all reach our creative potential.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/organisation-membership/


See  the  Resource  Used  in
Schools…



https://www.instagram.com/stockportgs/?hl=en




You May Also Like…
Pathway: Typography and Maps

This is featured in the ‘Typography and
Maps’ pathway

Talking Points: What is typography?

https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-what-is-typography/


Talking Points: Louise Fili

Relief  Printing  and  Plaster
Casting with Ursula Kelly

In-Depth  Drawing  Experience
for Teenagers by Betsy Dadd

https://www.accessart.org.uk/talking-points-louise-fili/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ursula-kelly/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/ursula-kelly/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/vivid-young-creatives-betsy-dadd-st-bedes-inter-church-school-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/vivid-young-creatives-betsy-dadd-st-bedes-inter-church-school-cambridge/


Inspired by Miro – Collage,
Automatic  Drawing,  &
Sculpture

You May Also Like….
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Cardboard and paper

CARDBOARD ENGINEERING CHALLENGE

https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/inspired-miro-collage-automatic-drawing-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-cardboard-and-paper/


AN INTRODUCTION TO SCULPTURE

Anne  Harild  at  Chesterton
Community College, Cambridge

https://www.accessart.org.uk/adapting-accessart-from-2d-to-3d/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/an-introduction-to-sculpture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/vivid-young-creatives-anne-harild-chesterton-community-college-cambridge/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/vivid-young-creatives-anne-harild-chesterton-community-college-cambridge/


Woodland  Exploration  by
Caroline  Wendling  &  Deborah
Wilenski

Using a Folded Sketchbook to
Get Drawing!

Improving Drawing Outcomes by
Changing Paper

Join Accessart

Join  AccessArt  from  only  £3.50  per  month  and
access all our resources wherever you live.

See  Curriculum  Guidance  for  Drawing:
Resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/caroline-wendling-deborah-wilenski/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-folded-sketchbook-get-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-folded-sketchbook-get-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-paper/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-paper/


Further  Guidance  to  Support  Drawing  in
Schools

More Drawing Projects

Find more drawing exercises and projects
for  primary-aged  children  in  this

https://www.accessart.org.uk/national-curriculum-planning-art-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/national-curriculum-planning-art-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/national-curriculum-planning-art-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-projects-children-paula-briggs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-projects-children-paula-briggs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-projects-children-paula-briggs/


beautiful book by Paula Briggs.

Why  use  Warm  Up  Drawing
Exercises?

Hedgerow Art by Sara Dudman

See  This  Resource  Used  In
Schools…

https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-projects-children-paula-briggs/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/warm-exercises/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/warm-exercises/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/along-hedgerow-sara-dudman/






Looking,  Talking  and
Celebrating
Teenagers  from  AccessArt’s  Experimental  Drawing  Class  for
Teenagers enjoy reflecting on their work and sharing it with
friends and family.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/looking-talking-and-celebrating/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/looking-talking-and-celebrating/


Drawing  with  Wire:  The
Polymeric  Approach  by  Julie
de Bastion

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Literacy

Accessart wire resources

https://www.accessart.org.uk/polymeric-julie-de-bastion/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/polymeric-julie-de-bastion/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/polymeric-julie-de-bastion/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-literacy/


drawing with wire

Drawing  on  Pebbles  to  Make
Treasured Fossils
Using  a  variety  of  drawing  media  on  a  variety  of  found
surfaces to create a collection of fossils. Full AccessArt

https://www.accessart.org.uk/wire/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/drawing-with-wire-2/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/treasured-fossils/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/treasured-fossils/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394


Members Only

How  to  Run  a  Life  Drawing
Class by Hester Berry

Using  Pastels  to  Capture
Texture
Using soft pastel and graphite in an intuitive way to capture
a sense of texture. Full AccessArt Members Only

Experimental  Drawing  –
Process over Outcome
Artist and facilitator Sharon Kelly shares an inspirational
mark-making workshop in which participants are encouraged to
take risks in their work.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/life-drawing-class-hester-berry/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-pastels-to-capture-texture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-pastels-to-capture-texture/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-process-is-more-important-than-the-outcome/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-process-is-more-important-than-the-outcome/


Sculptural Pots

Scraperboard  Woodcut
Lookalikes
Making  simple  scraper  board  drawings  with  oil  pastel  and
acrylic paint, which take on the appearance of woodcuts. Full
AccessArt Members Only

Bad Cat: Inspiration for Art
Week

You May Also Like…
Visual  Arts  Planning  Collections:
Literacy

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-vessels-and-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/woodcut-lookalikes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/woodcut-lookalikes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/?page_id=5394
https://www.accessart.org.uk/bad-cat-inspiration-for-art-week/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/bad-cat-inspiration-for-art-week/


the making of rabbit, cactus, accident

Making Broadway Market

https://www.accessart.org.uk/visual-arts-planning-literacy/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/rabbit-cactus-accident/


“Light Bulb Art” with Sharon
Gale

https://www.accessart.org.uk/natsko-seki-making-broadway-market/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-bulbing-with-sharon-gale/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/light-bulbing-with-sharon-gale/

